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    6th Sunday after Pentecost 2020 

Dear Friends, 

I am not sure how much you have been out and about on the 

roads, but it feels like every intersection has people begging for 

food and money. More than normal I feel guilty driving past, aware 

again of my privilege in comparison to them; but also aware that 

many are struggling because of job losses or reduced income, rising 

prices of basic essentials and just the general economy that is 

depressed.  

I feel overwhelmed and guilty that I should be doing more, which in 

itself can be incapacitating, giving up before we have started. But I 

strongly believe that charity begins at home, and not literally at 

home, but with the people I am in relationship with, because giving 

is good but if we are to really change people’s lives with the 

message of Jesus, we need to be engaged with them. 

So unless you are planning to jump out of your car and chat to 

those on the street corner, to treat them with dignity, love and 

respect; all they receive from you is money for one more day and 

still an empty hole in their souls.  

It is when we are fully engaged with others that we can change 

lives.   

Blessings, 

Melanie 

 

 

 

 

Wishing a happy Birthday to:  

14th July Rebecca Cook  

17th July Louise Harris 

May you have a special day! 

 

 

 The Session is so grateful to you all for your continued 

love and support currently. Many of you contribute your 

tithes and offerings electronically through EFT’s or debit 

orders, if do not currently and would like to make a deposit 

directly into our account here are the banking details:  

St Giles Presbyterian Church 

Nedbank Norwood, branch code 191905 

Account number: 1919527982 (name as reference)  
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Order of Service 

 

Call to worship:  

Come and worship, 

everyone on earth, 

everywhere the sun shines, 

let’s praise God together! 

 

For listening when we call, 

answering our prayers, 

forgiving our mistakes, 

and providing what we need: 

let’s praise God together! 

Come and worship, 

everyone on earth, 

everywhere the sun shines, 

let’s praise God together! 

 

 

Opening Prayers: 

God of grace and love, We rely on Your love extended to us in 

all ways and at all times, extravagantly and with generosity. 

We live day by day knowing that Your care and concern is 

poured out for us in Your provision for our needs and beyond 

our imagining. You entrust us with the gift of the good news 

of the Gospel and invite us to be partners in the sharing of 

the message of grace. Day by day we realise the many gifts 

lavished upon us. We come to You to acknowledge and praise 

You for all Your goodness to us. 

Confession  

Merciful God, We often appear to be choked by greed and 

selfishness. We indulge ourselves and ignore the needs of 

others. We are quick to protect what we believe is our own 

and forget to share the bounty You have so generously 

provided for us. We have ignored the opportunities for 

bringing the love You have shown to our neighbours and 

those in need We are restricted in our spiritual growth by the 

power of selfishness and indulgence which take root in our 

lives. We know we are in need of mercy, care and compassion 

and seek Your message of forgiveness and restoration.  

Petition  

Source of life and hope, make us aware of our opportunities 

for witness and service, even in unlikely places. Focus our 

attention on our responsibilities, and not on the impact of 

what we are doing as Your disciples. Take from us the desire 
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for superficial success and strengthen our resolve to be 

faithful and responsive to the message of Your inclusive love 

so demonstrated in the life and death and resurrection of 

Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

Song of Praise: O worship the king 

https://youtu.be/jAI5pWbjKQc  

1. O worship the King, all glorious above 

O gratefully sing HIs wonderful love 

Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days 

Paviolioned in splendor, and girded with praise 

2. O tell of His might, O sing of His grace 

Whose robe is the light and canopy space 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form 

And dark is His path on the wings of the storm 

3. O measureless might, ineffable love 

While angels delight to worship above 

Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end 

Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend 

You alone are the matchless King 

To You alone be all majesty 

Your glories and wonders, what tongue can recite? 

You breathe in the air, You shine in the light 

 

Scripture Reading: 

Genesis 25:19-34 

19 These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham's son: 

Abraham was the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty 

years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the 

Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. 21 

Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was 

barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife 

Rebekah conceived. 22 The children struggled together within 

her; and she said, "If it is to be this way, why do I live?" So 

she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her, 

"Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you 

shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the 

elder shall serve the younger." 24 When her time to give birth 

was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25 The first came 

out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him 

Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came out, with his hand 

gripping Esau's heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty 

years old when she bore them. 27 When the boys grew up, 

Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was 

a quiet man, living in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau, because he 

was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 Once when 

Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and 

he was famished. 30 Esau said to Jacob, "Let me eat some of 

that red stuff, for I am famished!" (Therefore he was called 

Edom.) 31 Jacob said, "First sell me your birthright." 32 Esau 

said, "I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?" 

https://youtu.be/jAI5pWbjKQc
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33 Jacob said, "Swear to me first." So he swore to him, and 

sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread 

and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his 

way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

 

Meditation: 

Friends, we continue down the Genesis story and we witness 

that the Lord continues to be faithful to those found in His 

covenant. The life and events of Isaac are short and actually 

overtaken by his two sons Esau and Jacob; and even more so 

by Jacob who will consume 13 chapters in the narrative of 

Genesis.  

This account begins with that all important request from Isaac 

to God, for it appears that after 20 years of marriage Rebekah 

has not birthed any children/heirs. The Lord grants the 

request in order to continue the covenant and therefore 

promises which He has made to Abraham at the beginning of 

our story. Does God withhold the gift of children in order for 

them to understand that “unless the Lord builds the house, 

the workers labour in vain”? Learning to trust the Lord, 

perhaps? 

It sounds like Rebekah has a difficult pregnancy, whether it’s 

because she is simply bearing twins or whether these two 

babies were fighting already in the womb; either way she 

seeks the Lord and the Lord gives her a prophecy about what 

lay head for her two sons, two nations. It’s worth noting that 

this prophecy is given to Rebekah and not to Isaac, and again 

it appears as if the Lord is honouring the women in His 

covenant. 

As I eluded to at the beginning, Jacob becomes one of the 

main characters in our Genesis story, but he is a complicated 

man to say the least. Commentators on the text describe him 

as being very human, perhaps because of all the mistakes he 

makes along the way, helps us to feel he is more like us, 

human. In today’s text and even next weeks, Jacob doesn’t 

come off very loving or compassionate, but more deceptive 

and tricky. 

The more I pondered Jacobs’s personality, I compared him to 

the persistent widow in the gospels, and he just doesn’t give 

up or accept his circumstances. You see the first born was 

afforded all sorts of advantages which included birth right 

(Hebrew: Bekora) and blessing (Hebrew: Baraka). Strictly the 

birthright was given to the oldest son, presumably as they 

would then be the oldest and first to be able to rule and 

manage property and livestock, as well as care for the 

household, this custom/rule also meant that it couldn’t be 

based on favourites. But the question has to be asked here, 

whether such a custom should still apply considering the sons 

are only minutes apart in age and shared the same womb. 

This sets the stage for epic sibling rivalry, and I have now 

come to realise my sister and mine’s rivalry was nothing 

compared to this! 
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So… being born just moments after your brother, even 

entering the world holding your brothers heel, you are not 

afforded the same birthright, which was a double portion of 

the inheritance. Esau would get 2/3’s of his father’s estate 

and Jacob would get 1/3. Jacob is destined to be on the back 

foot…excuse the pun! Bearing in mind that Jacob is named 

after the fact he is holding his “older” brothers heel, ya’aqov  

translated as Jacob, but the root is aqav is the root for the 

Hebrew words for ‘to supplant’ or ‘to cheat’. 

Jacob refuses to allow customs and tradition to play out and 

make him the “other” brother, the nothing in the story; 

instead he takes a hold of his “destiny” (with some help of his 

mother, Rebekah) and becomes the main character. Later in 

the story Jacob (with Rebekah) trick Isaac into giving him the 

blessing; which includes: many descendants (28:3), the land 

of Canaan (28:4), and the bearing of blessing (“cursed be 

everyone who curses you, and blessed be everyone who 

blesses you” (27:29).  

It’s difficult to process this story because it feels wrong that 

Jacob is rewarded and not punished for his deception and 

trickery, yet on the other hand Esau seems apathetic maybe 

even dim, like the giant from Jack and the beanstalk fairy 

tale.       

Kathryn Schifferdecker makes this observation of our text… 

“Jacob is neither a moral exemplar nor a villain. He is a 

complicated figure. The narrator here at the beginning of his 

story describes him as tam, a word that means something like 

“whole” or “complete,” a person of integrity (25:27). Most 

English translations translate tam here to mean “civilized” or 

“quiet,” because it is difficult to describe Jacob as a man of 

integrity. 

Ellen Davis interprets tam as “perfect or loyal service” or a 

constant awareness of God. Jacob displays that essential 

religious quality of being obsessed with God’s blessing, 

mediated through the blessing of his father Isaac. Jacob is 

obsessed throughout his life with that blessing, “which he can 

never possess as fully as it possesses him.”1 

For us living in the events after Easter, how do the events of 

Easter change how we seek Gods blessings in our lives?  

How hard do we have try to seek the Lords blessing? Do we 

even think we need to seek it? 

Do we have the same passion (some may say obsession) 

about our relationship with God, as Jacob had?  

The persistent widow had nothing to lose, justice was 

everything to her, what about us? What kind of things keep 

us from having the same passion about finding relationship 

with God? Do we need to lose everything in order to have 

that same drive? 

May the Lord be glorified. 

Amen.  
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Prayers for the people:   

God of compassion, we pray for the many who are oppressed 

by crushing political and economic circumstances. Those 

persecuted on grounds of faith or ethnicity or background. 

Families torn apart by age-old feuds, petty tensions, ill-

founded jealousies and destructive attitudes based on 

concepts of exclusion, privilege and prejudice. The men and 

women ground down by lack of food and opportunities of 

inclusion. The children oppressed by discrimination and 

disadvantage, lack of resources and failures of education. The 

downtrodden and those seen as unable to make a positive 

contribution to the life of the world. 

Empower, encourage and endorse the disciples of Jesus who 

try to address the needs of the isolated and lonely, often at 

enormous personal cost. The concerned workers who day by 

day bring food and shelter, care and compassion to the 

hungry and the homeless. The missionaries in the world of 

business and economics who try to overturn the status quo 

and bring health and healing in an environment alien to the 

Gospel. Those who hear the world’s poorest cry out for justice 

and mercy and respond without question or analysis of 

impact. The generous who see gifts always as opportunities 

for sharing their good fortune. The intrepid who take food and 

water to those who are ungrateful and resistant to kindness 

and thoughtfulness. The faithful, who day by day take time to 

pray and listen attentively to the Word. The fighters for 

justice who have courage and conviction and who try to 

change the mind-set of exclusion and condemnation. Those 

unafraid of persecution, personal disadvantage and power in 

the world and who dare to question and speak the truth when 

it would be much easier to keep silent. 

The sick in mind, body and spirit, the dying, and those who 

care for them, that they may always be aware of the presence 

of Your spirit among them and in their daily lives. Those for 

whom the proclamation of the Gospel is a privilege, but not 

one without cost and personal sacrifice. For all whose lives, 

however apparently insignificant and lacking in prestige and 

power, are attempting to be faithful to the Gospel, in Jesus’ 

name, because they are confident in the inclusive love and 

mercy You have demonstrated in and through Jesus. In 

whose name we pray. 

Amen 

 

Song of praise: To God be the glory 

https://youtu.be/5WmQmL77WkE  

To God be the glory 

Great things He has done 

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin 

And opened the life-gate that all may go in 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord 

Let the earth hear His voice 

https://youtu.be/5WmQmL77WkE
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Praise the Lord, praise the Lord 

Let the people rejoice 

Come to the Father 

Through Jesus the Son 

Give Him the glory 

Great things He has done 

O yes 

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood 

To every believer the promise of God 

The vilest offender who truly believes 

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord 

Let the earth hear His voice 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord 

Let the people rejoice 

Come to the Father 

Through Jesus the Son, yeah, yes 

Give Him the glory 

Great things He has done 

O yes... 

Great things He has taught us, great things He has done 

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son 

But purer, and higher, and greater will be 

Our wonder, our worship, when Jesus we see 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord 

Let the earth hear His voice 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord 

Let the people rejoice 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord 

Let the earth hear His voice 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord 

Let the people rejoice 

Come to the Father 

Through Jesus the Son (Give Him the glory) 

Give Him the glory 

Great things He has done 

 

Blessing and Benediction:  

Go now 
sure footed in faith 
with eyes wide open 
and waiting for God’s glory 
to surprise you in unexpected ways 
And the blessing of God 
Father, Son and Spirit 
Mystery, Sign and Hope 
be with you 
and those whose lives you touch 
now and always 
Amen 
 
~ written by  Rev Sandi McGill  


