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    10th Sunday after Pentecost 2020 

Dear Friends,  

During a completely virtual meeting that I attended last week, we 

took the opportunity to chat about how ministry has changed in the 

past few months. I was grateful that I was not the only one who 

was challenged by these times, and more over that I was 

challenged by the technology that many of us are using to do some 

of our ministry. 

I have “attended” three funerals virtually over the past week, and 

have done about a dozen meetings for session, presbytery and 

denominationally. I suppose we have under-used technology over 

the past decade and during this time we have been forced to move 

out of our comfort zones. I do wonder if our world will be forever 

changed because of this pandemic. 

My colleague the Rev George Marchinkowski, has been saying for at 

least the past 5 years, that the church was due for a revolution. He 

and others say that according to history, every 500 years the 

church seems to have a major transformation, the last being the 

reformation. 

A pandemic was not what I thought would ultimately bring about 

change, or at least change in the church… yet here we are. 

Perhaps the hymn “God moves in mysterious ways” is truer than we 

would like to believe. In today’s reading, we witness an event in the 

life of Joseph that at the onset and even down the path, seems 

unlikely to turn out for good and yet in the end it does. 

Blessings, Melanie 

 

 

No Birthday’s this week! 

 

Pastoral: Glenys Kelly, who is a frequent preacher at St Giles lost 

her husband Robin Kelly, we send our condolences and keep her 

and their family in our prayers. 

The Right Rev Peter Langerman (Moderator of the General 

Assembly) lost his mother recently, please keep Peter and their 

family in your prayers. 

The Rev Micheal Moore also passed away recently and we keep his 

family in our prayers. 

Rev Thembi Nopapaza (Moderator of the Presbytery) also recently 

lost his mother and we keep Thembi and his family in our prayers. 

 The Session is so grateful to you all for your continued 

love and support currently. Many of you contribute your 

tithes and offerings electronically through EFT’s or debit 

orders, if do not currently and would like to make a deposit 

directly into our account here are the banking details:  

St Giles Presbyterian Church 

Nedbank Norwood, branch code 191905 

Account number: 1919527982 (name as reference)

  

Revolution or Reformation? 
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Order of Service 

 

Call to worship:  

Here, in this place, 

God welcomes all the dreamers, as well as the doubters: 

here, the worriers and wanderers can call on God by name. 

Here, in this time, we can remember all the ways God has 

graced us: 

here, in these moments, we are reminded that God is with us, 

always! 

Here we are those daring enough to step out of comfort into 

the unknown: 

here, in this faith space, we will find the courage to cry out, 

'God, save us!' 

in every situation. 

 

Opening Prayers: 

Lord we seek you now, 

We come into your presence just as we are, 

Understanding that you are mightier and more powerful than 

anything we encounter in this life.  

Lord you invite us to come and rest in you, we trust that you 

have our best interests at heart. 

Pause… 

Let’s make confession together. 

God, 

we confess that we do not always understand Your ways. 

We are easily discouraged when life takes unexpected turns 

and our carefully laid plans and dreams come to nothing. 

We confess that we are quick to give up when things get 

difficult, 

and quick to question Your presence and Your power. 

 

Forgive us. 

Grant us patience to wait for Your good timing. 

Open our eyes to recognize Your leading in our lives— 

to listen for Your gentle whisper when we least expect it. 

And then give us courage to step out in faith and obedience, 

trusting in Your leading even when we cannot yet see the 

outcome. 
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We praise You for Your faithful love, 

and pray that You would make us worthy to bear Your name. 

Amen.  

 

Song of Praise: My Hope is in Jesus 

https://youtu.be/qsmimYvAWYQ  

Some hope in chariots 

Some hope in wealth 

My hope is Jesus and nothing else 

Oh such love such love and grace 

Lead me to seek my Saviour's face 

 

Some hope in armies and the strength of men 

My hope is Jesus who calls me friend 

He bears me up if I should fall 

My everything my all in all 

 

What love is this that knows no bounds to faithfulness 

What help will He not give 

The Son of God through whom I live 

 

Some hope in fortune 

Some hope in fame 

My hope is Jesus salvation's name 

For there He hung and bore my sin 

That I might live and bear His name 

 

What love is this the Saviour's blood my righteousness 

His wound to make me whole 

He sacrificed to save my soul 

What love is this that knows no pride or selfishness 

Poured out upon my need 

Lord's work is done and I am free 

 

My hope is Jesus 

My hope is Jesus 

My hope is Jesus. 

 

https://youtu.be/qsmimYvAWYQ
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Scripture Reading: 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

1 Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an 

alien, the land of Canaan. 2 This is the story of the family of 

Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding 

the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons of 

Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives; and Joseph brought a 

bad report of them to their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph 

more than any other of his children, because he was the son 

of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with 

sleeves. 4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved 

him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could not 

speak peaceably to him. 

12 Now his brothers went to pasture their father's flock near 

Shechem. 13 And Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your 

brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send 

you to them." He answered, "Here I am." 14 So he said to 

him, "Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the 

flock; and bring word back to me." So he sent him from the 

valley of Hebron. He came to Shechem, 15 and a man found 

him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, "What are 

you seeking?" 16 "I am seeking my brothers," he said; "tell 

me, please, where they are pasturing the flock." 17 The man 

said, "They have gone away, for I heard them say, "Let us go 

to Dothan.' "So Joseph went after his brothers, and found 

them at Dothan. 18 They saw him from a distance, and 

before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. 19 

They said to one another, "Here comes this dreamer. 20 

Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; 

then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and 

we shall see what will become of his dreams." 21 But when 

Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, 

"Let us not take his life." 22 Reuben said to them, "Shed no 

blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay 

no hand on him"—that he might rescue him out of their hand 

and restore him to his father. 23 So when Joseph came to his 

brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with 

sleeves that he wore; 24 and they took him and threw him 

into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 25 

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a 

caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels 

carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down 

to Egypt. 26 Then Judah said to his brothers, "What profit is it 

if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us 

sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for 

he is our brother, our own flesh." And his brothers agreed. 28 

When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph 

up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites 

for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

 

Meditation: 
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I have been either spared or I have deliberately avoided this 

text over the years I have been in ministry. Why you may 

ask? Well it’s one of those famous texts, one that we all know 

even if basically. Whether it was from our Sunday school days 

or we went to see a rendition of the story in a theatrical 

production, armature or the Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim 

Rice production, it’s difficult to look again at this kind of text 

and see something new.   

The lectionary doesn’t give us the opportunity to hear the 

entire story in Genesis, and so it’s either up to the reader to 

read the in between texts to hear the whole story, or for the 

preacher to fill in the gaps. So here is what happened from 

last week’s reading… Jacob and Esau reconcile, and just in 

time too, as soon after they have to bury their father Isaac. 

Our reading begins with Jacob settling in at Canaan and it 

says “this is the story of the family of Jacob”; the author is 

signalling to us he is moving the story on, it’s time for the 

story of the next generation. We are hopeful that history 

doesn’t repeat itself and yet even in these opening scenes, we 

soon realize that history does repeat.  

Jacob has a favourite son (I mean really!) and he is the 

youngest son, just like himself! Our story is just beginning 

and we are already know this isn’t going to go well. Joseph 

the favourite son, is blessed with an overt gift from his father, 

a coat, (although nowhere in the Hebrew does it ever 

describe it as technicolour or colourful); Joseph also seems to 

have a personality fault, he is quiet obnoxious for he seems to 

delight in telling his family, especially his older brothers that 

one day according to his dreams they will all bow down to 

him. Joseph is also a snitch, he likes to tell on his brothers to 

his father, and even in our account today, Joseph is sent to 

bring back a report of his brothers to their father Jacob. So 

Joseph isn’t exactly innocent or blameless in this whole story.  

Regardless of how Jacob and Joseph behave, we still have to 

ask…How did these ten brothers end up stripping their 

youngest brother and selling him into a life of slavery? 

But the situation is complex. “Each of the ten had a different 

reaction to Joseph. Surely, upon seeing their brother coming 

to them, they experienced conflicting emotions of both 

fraternal loyalty and sheer hate. They also had fear for their 

own futures. Their father’s unfettered devotion to Joseph 

surely caused pain, masked by jealousy.” 

The academic and commentator Roger Tam tells us that the 

Hebrew phrase in verse 18 that is translated as “they 

conspired to kill him” has another interpretation that is “they 

caused deceit to themselves to kill him”. Put in layman’s terms 

they lied to themselves about what they were going to do, 

they convinced themselves they were doing the “right” thing, 

that they were justified in their actions. We of course 

understand that there was no justification for their behaviour, 

no matter how annoying, obnoxious or arrogant Joseph ‘the 

favourite’ was. 
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We make bad decisions often when we feel threatened or 

burn emotions of jealousy or anger.  

So the question must be asked of us…”How do we: ‘cause 

deceit to ourselves’?” Are there situations or circumstances 

where we may fall into the same trap? Justifying our sinful 

actions and parading them as virtuous and even honourable 

acts?  

Friends, we are living in an uncertain time, in a world that is 

unstable and unpredictable, we are all too familiar with 

frequently feeling fearful. Some of us are afraid of getting sick 

or our loved ones getting ill, some of us are afraid for our 

livelihoods and futures, some of us are afraid if we will ever 

be able to return to normal life. 

Fear brings out the worst in us. Not only do we retreat into 

our small worlds, we tend to shut others out, slamming doors 

in their faces. Fear drives us to judge others and the choices 

they make. And we feel justified given the current situation 

and climate. 

How do we stop fear from consuming us? And allowing us to 

justify bad acts/actions? How do we stop deceiving ourselves? 

Even though God is not mentioned once in this story, surely 

He was present? Because this was part of a larger narrative in 

the history of Israel, displaying God’s faithfulness to his 

people, generation after generation.  

It is only when we trust in the Lord almighty, both in the 

present and for the future that fear loses its grip on us.  

Listen to these words… 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; 

    do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you and help you; 

    I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 

41:10 

May the Lord be glorified. 

Amen.  

Call for the offering 

God gives us that which is good, the gift of community, the 

gift of creation, the gift of new life in Christ. We can in no way 

repay God for all God’s goodness toward us, but we can 

respond with gratitude, giving joyfully a portion of what God’s 

entrusts to our care. In thanksgiving, let us worship God with 

our offering. 

Prayer of dedication 

Gracious God, we offer to you not only these monetary gifts, 

but our whole selves, our hearts, minds, hopes and fears. We 

give them freely and in the knowledge that we can never earn 

your grace. You come to us even before we turn to you. You 

pursue us with your steadfast love. You refuse to give up on 
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us even when we have gone astray. Bless these gifts we pray, 

signs of our gratitude, and use them to proclaim the good 

news to those yet to hear it and know of their priceless worth 

in your eyes. In Christ’s name we pray.  

Amen. 

 

Prayers for the people:   

God, 

You have called us to be a people of prayer— 

to continue the ministry of intercession handed on to us 

by Jesus Christ Himself. 

 

And so we come before You with confidence, 

bringing our prayers for the world You love. 

In Your mercy, hear and answer.  

 

We pray for those who, like Jesus’ disciples, 

find themselves surrounded by high winds and stormy seas; 

those who feel overwhelmed by events and circumstances— 

            the loss of a job, 

            the death of a loved one, 

            serious accident or illness, 

            chronic pain, 

            depression, 

            or divorce— 

and who don’t know where to turn. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those who, like Joseph, 

find themselves deeply wounded by people they love— 

people they thought they knew and trusted— 

and who are struggling to know how to respond. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those who, like Peter, 

are experiencing a crisis of faith; 

who long to whole-heartedly trust in God 

but are held back by questions and doubts. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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We pray for those who, like the prophet Elijah, 

have fallen into despair; 

who have begun to doubt God’s presence and power; 

or question God’s call in their lives. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those who, like Joseph, 

have had their hopes and dreams crushed; 

those whose lives have suddenly taken a different turn, 

and who now wonder what lies ahead for them. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Loving God, it is not Your will that any should suffer. 

We offer our prayers for all those who hunger and thirst, 

those who live in the midst of violence or poverty, 

and those who feel abandoned or ignored by the world 

around them. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Through the life-giving power of Your Holy Spirit, 

make Your sustaining presence known to all who are in pain 

or need, so that they, too, may know Your love and live. 

In the name Jesus Christ, our Saviour, 

who lives to intercede for us, 

Amen 

 

Song of praise: When we walk with the Lord 

https://youtu.be/zcMQ0RiQrtE  

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word, 

What a glory He sheds on our way! 

While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 

And with all who will trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies, 

But His smile quickly drives it away; 

Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear, 

https://youtu.be/zcMQ0RiQrtE
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Can abide while we trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet. 

Or we'll walk by His side in the way. 

What He says we will do, where He sends we will go; 

Never fear, only trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

Oh, Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

And 'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 

Just to take Him at His Word; 

Just to rest upon His promise, 

Just to know, "Thus saith the Lord!" 

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him! 

How I've proved Him o'er and o'er; 

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! 

Oh, for grace to trust Him more! 

Oh, for grace to trust You more! 

 

Blessing and Benediction:  

As we go from here, hear again the promises of God, 

made long ago to our ancestor Jacob, 

and still true for us today: 

 

I am the Lord your God, 

the God of Abraham and Isaac. 

Know that I am with you, 

and will keep you wherever you go. 

I will not leave you 

until I have done everything that I have promised. 

 

Let’s go from here 

in the assurance that our faithful God goes with us. 

Amen. 
 

 


