
 

 

Generous With Our 
Will & Purpose 

  

1st Week of Lent  
21 February 2021 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Joel 2 vs 12-13 
  
12 “Even now,” declares the Lord, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 
 
13 Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Return to the Lord your God, 
    for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, 
    and he relents from sending calamity. 
 
As we have entered this time of Lent, we are presented with 
an opportunity to “rend” our hearts to the Lord. You may ask… 
what does ‘rendering’ our hearts mean?  
 
The dictionary defines rend to mean: to break, rip or tear and 
even destroy. Are we being called to break our hearts for the 
Lord?  

You see if we have strayed from God then our hearts find 
other things to love, whether that's physical things, aspirations 
or other people. The Lord is calling us to break our hearts, to 
break away from those other things (idols) and return our 
hearts and love to Him. 
 
We are promised in the passage of scripture that the Lord is 
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in 
love… even though we may have turned away from the Lord, 
He is gracious. 
 
Thank you to Chantal Riley for stepping in and taking the 
service today, we are grateful and blessed to have her with 
us! (Pssst… remember I told you last week that it's Chantal’s 
birthday today...don’t forget to wish her!) 
 
Blessings 
 

Melanie 
 

 
Chantal Riley 21st February 

Freya Pinnock 25th February 
Wabsie Mntambo 25th February 

  
  
  

Please won't you also keep the following people in 
your prayers this week:   

*Annette and Ron Stevenson *Pam Warman   
*Maud Drake *Nora McIlroy  *The Nakeng family  

 *Pam Warman’s granddaughter Veronique 
 *Norman Wallis & Norman Wallis’ Grandson: Matthew   

*Lorraine Cranston, Alistair Cranston & family   



 
 
  

   
 

The Session is so grateful to you all for your continued 
love and support currently. Many of you contribute your 
tithes and offerings electronically through EFTs or debit 

orders, if do not currently and would like to make a 
deposit directly into our account here are the banking 

details: 
 

St Giles Presbyterian Church 
Nedbank Norwood, branch code 191905 

Account number: 1919527982 
 (name as reference) 

  
  
   
 
 
 

Order of Service 
  
Call to worship: 
 
O God, we lift up our souls and put our trust in you. 
Make us to know your ways, O Lord; teach us your paths. 
  
O God, lead us in your truth, and teach us, for you are the 
God of our salvation; for you we wait all day long. 
God leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the 
humble God’s way. 
  
 
Prayer of Approach and Thanksgiving 
God, creator of every landscape 
who shapes on the earth gardens lush and green 
who hollows out of rock the desert scrubland 
who sets the seas in their mighty depths 
who sends the ice to carve out mountains – 
You we worship 
for mystery and wonder have captured the eyes of our souls. 
  
God, creator of life above and below 
who sends rain to water the field 
who placed sun and moon in their heights to lighten the world 
who cast from the earth creatures that breathe the air 
who in the sea birthed myriad forms of life – 
You we worship 



for our senses are stirred to see and touch the works of Your 
hand. 
  
God, creator of love and relationship 
who lights the cloud with the rainbow’s arc 
who promises after the rain a day washed new 
who promised the great of our faith the presence of god 
who is near us now to speak in cloud and sunshine – 
You we worship 
for still You reach out in loving friendship. 
  
God, creator of all that is 
who promises seedtime and harvest 
who wishes to shower us with good gifts 
who walks with us the harsh, stony roads 
who rejoices with us in times of gladness – 
You we worship 
for the promise fulfilled that God is love and loves us all. 
  
 
Song of Praise: Give us clean hands 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jCHbofaDyc 
 
We bow our hearts, we bend our knees 
Oh Spirit come make us humble 
We turn our eyes from evil things 
Oh Lord we cast down our idols 
 
So give us clean hands and give us pure hearts 
Let us not lift our souls to another 
Oh give us clean hands and give us pure hearts 
Let us not lift our souls to another 
 
Oh God let this be a generation that seeks 

Who seeks Your face, oh God of Jacob 
Oh God let us be a generation that seeks 
Who seeks Your face, oh God of Jacob 
  
 
Prayer of confession 
As we enter these Lenten days and look to fall into step 
behind Jesus, entering with Him the wilderness where battles 
are lost and won faith tested and futures found  
  
We confess we are not ready we are not strong to face and to 
find all that might be revealed  
  
We are not pure in heart and mind our feet may stumble and 
be unsure – we carry too many burdens of guilt long gathered 
wounds often cherished a past mulled over wrongs not righted 
– and pray for You to meet us at the edge of the desert and 
lighten our load  
  
Take the heavy packs off our backs and simply forgive what 
has been what has not been achieved all the good we failed 
to do That we may travel lightly with You our eyes set on the 
Galilean going ahead of us clearing a path promising that for 
us rain will fall in the desert and after the storm a rainbow will 
light the heavens and we will be made new through Christ our 
Lord.  
  
 
Assurance of pardon 
God in Christ is steadfast in love and mercy. So friends, hear 
the good news of the gospel. In Christ we are forgiven and set 
free from the sins that bind and enslave us. We are 
empowered to love God with all of who we are, and to love 
our neighbours as ourselves. Thanks be to God. 



  
 Scripture Reading: 
John 2: 1- 11 (NIV) 
 
Jesus turns water into wine 
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. 
Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had 
also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, 
Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 
  
4 “Woman, [a] why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My 
hour has not yet come.” 
  
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 
  
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews 
for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty 
gallons.  
  
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they 
filled them to the brim. 
  
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the banquet.” 
  
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water 
that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had 
come from, though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, 
“Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the 
cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but 
you have saved the best till now.” 
  

11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the 
signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples 
believed in him. 
 
 
Meditation: Generous with our will & purpose 
 

“They have no wine.” 

 

If you had to ask my group friends -  that statement sounds 

like the beginning of a horror story. What do you mean we 

have no wine? How did we run out? When did we run out? 

Why did we run out? More importantly, what are we doing to 

rectify the situation?  

 

In fact, we take wine so seriously that for my birthday last 

year, a friend gave me a sign that now stands in my kitchen 

which reads "I'm dreaming of a white Christmas; but if the 

white runs out, I'll drink the red." 

 

We make it a point at our social gatherings to ensure that we 

always have enough wine, enough to share, enough to go 

around...but what happens when the wine does run out... 

 

“They have no wine.” 

 

With those words Mary speaks a truth about our lives, a truth 

that at some point we all experience. There comes a day 

when the wine runs out. The glass is empty. The party is over. 

On that day life seems empty and dry. There is no vibrancy or 

vitality. Nothing is growing or fermenting within us. Our world 



is colourless and tasteless. The bouquet of life is absent and 

we are living less than fully alive. 

 

Mary’s words force us to ask some serious questions. Where 

has the wine of our life given out? What relationships have run 

dry? What parts of us remain empty? 

 

Each one of us could tell a story about the day the wine gave 

out.   

 

It might be about the death of a loved one or the loss of a 

friendship or marriage. Some will speak about their search for 

love and acceptance. Some will describe their thirst for 

meaning and significance. Others will tell of their guilt, 

disappointments, or regrets. Many of the stories will be about 

fear of what is or what might be. Stories of failure and self-

doubt abound.  

 

Some will describe a longing and desire for something they 

cannot name or describe. The storyline of unanswered prayer, 

doubts, or questions is known by most. They are not all 

stories from the past, however. Some of us are living those 

stories today. 

 

Behind each of our stories is the hope and desire for a 

wedding of our life. We come to the wedding at Cana not 

simply as guests and spectators, but as participants, as a 

bride or groom, seeking union, intimacy, and wholeness. 

 

Despite our best efforts, good intentions, and hard work, 

however, it seems that the wine of our life is always giving out. 

No matter how often we refill it our glass remains empty. 

There is never enough wine. As the day wears on, we 

become increasingly aware that we cannot replenish the wine 

from our own resources. 

 

That day seems like a disaster, an embarrassment, a failure. 

 

 That must have been what it was like for the bride and groom 

at the wedding in Cana. “They have no wine,” Mary tells 

Jesus. That is not a condemnation or judgment but simply an 

observation. 

 

And us we begin this journey into the Lenten season, I start to 

realise that the observation isn't simply about there being not 

enough to drink, but it's about the people. This is an 

observation about the human condition. It is about you and 

me as much as it is about the wedding in Cana of Galilee. It is 

a spiritual issue, on so many levels. It is about our inner life, 

our way of being, more than the circumstances outside us. 

 

Too often we live with the illusion of our own self-sufficiency. 

An illusion that is shattered on the day the wine runs out, and 

the jars of our life stand empty and dry. That day confronts us 

with a new truth as old as creation itself. We are the recipients 

and not the creators of our life. We were never intended or 

expected to live by the sufficiency of our own resources. 

Christ is the true sommelier of our lives. 

 



Regardless of how it feels or what we think about it, the day 

the wine runs out is the beginning of a miracle. It's the day 

that we are reminded of the generosity of the God we serve. 

 

Christ does not simply refill our glasses. He transforms our 

lives, turning water into wine. It is, after all, the third day, the 

day of resurrection and new life. That which was colourless is 

now vibrant red. That which had no taste, now tingles the 

tongue, offering notes of berries and chocolate. That which 

had no fragrance now has a full bouquet. That which had no 

life, is now fermenting, active, and alive. 

 

On the third day our lives are filled to the brim with the good 

wine; intoxicating us with the life of God, inebriating us with 

the blood of Christ, and leaving us under the influence of the 

Holy Spirit. That’s the miracle at Cana and it is still happening 

today.  

 

Every moment of every day Christ pours himself into the 

empty jars of our life. He is the good wine; extravagant, 

abundant, endless. On and on, never nearing an end. 

 

Every time that good wine is poured our lives are changed 

and transformed. I can’t tell you how that happens. I don’t 

know how it happens. I only know that it does happen. I have 

tasted the good wine. I have experienced the miracle at Cana 

in my life and seen it in the lives of others. 

 

I have experienced moments when death is turned into life, 

sorrow into joy, and despair into hope. I have seen that 

happen in the lives of others. I have been surprised by fear 

that was transformed into courage and seen people do things 

they never thought possible. I have watched empty lives be 

filled back up.  

 

Those and a thousand others like them are the ongoing 

miracles of Cana. Those are moments Christ’s glory is 

revealed and we are illuminated, shining with the radiance of 

his glory. His glory becomes ours, two lives one glory. 

 

So let us learn to live lives with no fear of the wine running 

out. Let our belief in something greater, our faith in things 

unseen seep into every pore of lives and into the lives of 

those around us. As Christ shows us compassion, let us share 

in the wine, and the bread and the rest of the feast set before 

us, inviting others to join just as Christ was invited to the 

wedding in Cana. 

 

“They have no wine,” Mary said.  

 

But they will. The miracle always begins when the wine gives 

out. 

 

Let us pray 
  
Almighty God, You showed us through the life of your Son 
Jesus Christ, that You are willing to do something different for 
the sake of generosity. Please give us hearts of compassion 
like yours and help us to be alert to those in need of Your 
transforming love. Help us to be ready to be changed 
ourselves as we reach out to others. Show us ways to restore 



our relationships, our community and our world. We ask this, 
in the precious name of Jesus and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
  
 
Song of praise: And Can It Be 
https://youtu.be/VAOI2xwmYAw  
 
And can it be that I should gain 
An int’rest in the Savior’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain? 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
Amazing love! how can it be 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 
’Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies! 
Who can explore His strange design? 
In vain the firstborn seraph tries 
To sound the depths of love Divine! 
’Tis mercy all! let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more. 
’Tis mercy all! let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more. 
 
He left His Father’s throne above, 
So free, so infinite His grace; 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam’s helpless race: 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 

 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
 
No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness Divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
  
  
Call for the offering 
In Lent, we remember the gifts of nourishment that God gives 
us during our wilderness journey. Let us now share our gifts in 
joyful response to God’s sustaining grace. 
  
 
Prayer of dedication 
O God, giver of all good gifts, may the gifts we offer here 
today bear the fruits of peace, love, and justice in our 
community and our world. 
  
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/VAOI2xwmYAw


Prayers for the people:   
Holy God, we pray that you would empower us with courage 
and faithfulness as we embark on this Lenten journey. We 
seek renewal and restoration during these 40 days. 
  
Help us to remember Jesus’ faithfulness in the wilderness, 
tempted by Satan. Be with us in our temptation. Let your 
grace follow us and go before us in each step of this journey. 
Enable us to accept spiritual disciplines for this journey. Let us 
pray daily and be especially attentive to the needs of others, 
and to our own needs. 
  
God of the nations, we pray for peace with justice throughout 
the world, so that all your children may dwell secure, free of 
war and injustice. Move the hearts of leaders throughout the 
world to hear the cries of the poor and hungry, and to ensure 
a rightful share of the resources needed to sustain life. 
And as we continue to grapple with overwhelming pandemic 
challenges, we pray that you would grant special measures of 
strength and endurance to healthcare workers and other 
essential workers who labour on the frontlines of this struggle. 
And we pray for all who are now facilitating vaccination and 
for those who are providing the vaccines. 
  
We pray for your comfort for all who are sick and for all who 
have lost loved ones. Grant us all wisdom and courage for the 
living of this hour. We pray all these things in the name of 
Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray, saying, Our Father… 
  
  
Blessing and Benediction: 
As we journey in Lent, 
let us be empowered to follow in the way of Jesus, 
who, though tempted, was steadfast in love and 

faithful in the way of justice. 
  
So, let us lift up the brokenhearted and 
stand with the oppressed. 
  
Let us love God with our whole lives and 
love our neighbours as ourselves. Amen 
  
 
Doxology: 
https://youtu.be/LyUrWc8CAtE 
 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/LyUrWc8CAtE

