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        Sunday Service Online 

25th July 2021   
Dear Friends,  
 
Greetings to you…I am writing this at the start of the cold front and 

Rebecca went outside this morning and brought back the dog’s water 

bowl and it was iced over. I was reminded of the bird bath at the old 

church, in the garden of remembrance, how as kids we played with 

the ice that formed in winter. Those were very happy memories for 

me. 
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I think we can all acknowledge and agree that living through this 

pandemic has taken its toll on all of us, and I mean that it doesn’t 

matter who you are…everyone has been affected, obviously some 

more than others. 

Perhaps one of the areas that has been overlooked is our Spiritual 

wellbeing. The novelty of worshipping at home has long worn off, and 

even when we have been allowed in the church, we have worn 

masks, refrained from hugging one another and not been allowed to 

sing.  

Today we address perhaps one of the symptoms of the past 

year…feeling at a distance from God. 

Friends, I want to encourage you today…the Lord is faithful and true 

and will never abandon us. One day soon we look back and perhaps 

this period will form an integral part of our faith journey, a season of 

growth or a chapter of rest…Hold on.  

We are once again offering you this morning's service via our 

Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/StGilesPresby) – as a 

live recording, so make sure you gave the page a “like” while you are 

there. Afterwards this recording will be made available on our 

YouTube channel.  

 

Blessings, Melanie. 

 

   
  
Gordon Cook 27th July 
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Please keep the following people in your prayers this 
week:  

 *Annette and Ron Stevenson *Maud Drake *Nora McIlroy  
*Jean Keenan-Smith and her son Richard Keenan-Smith  

*Pam Warman *Sibu’s father-in-law *Mitch Miles 
*Sylvia Course & Family 

*Rev Sipho Ncapayi’s family on his death  
*Wendy Buttle and the Jenkins family on the death of Kevin 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *    

 
The Session is so grateful to you all, for your continued love and 

support currently. Many of you contribute your tithes and 
offerings electronically through EFTs or debit orders, if do not 

currently and would like to make a deposit directly into our 
account here are the banking details:  

  

St Giles Presbyterian Church  
Nedbank Norwood, branch code 191905  

Account number: 1919527982   
(Name as reference) 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 

Sandwiches Roster 
 Norwood Primary School 

 
July/August 2021 

Tuesday 27th July  Seneli Mntambo 

Thursday 28th July Wabsie Mntambo 

Tuesday 3rd August Mohau Nakeng 

Thursday 5th August Wabsie Mntambo 
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Tuesday 10th August Mohau Nakeng 

Thursday 12th August  

Tuesday 17th August  

Thursday 19th August  

Tuesday 24th August Seneli Mntambo 

Thursday 26th August Mohau Nakeng 

Tuesday 31st  

  
Thank you to the volunteers making sandwiches for the 40 

children on a Tuesday and a Thursday. 
If you would like to volunteer, please contact the church office 

011-483-1108 or speak to Melanie 084-627-7640 or  
Louise 083-483-5402 8:00am – 12:00pm. 

 
 

Events for July 2021 

Sunday 25th July 2021 Online worship service led by 

Rev. Melanie Cook. 

Sunday 1st August 2021 Online worship service & 

communion led by  

Rev. Melanie Cook 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 Order of Service   

 
Call to Worship: 
The foolish say, "There is no God! 
We are alone, on our own." 
We gather to declare 
the glory of God in our lives. 
The foolish say, "It is your life; 
you are accountable to no one." 
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We gather, strengthened by the Spirit, 
trusting that Christ dwells in our hearts. 
The foolish say, "Everything I have is mine; 
I owe nothing to anyone." 
We gather to praise the One 
who calls us to serve others in love. 
 
(Written by Thom Shuman) 
 
Opening Prayers: 
O God, 
whose holiness is not limited to grand cathedrals or saintly persons, 
spectacular mountains or mountain-moving leaders; 
O God, 
whose holiness is often discovered in simple everyday places 
and simple everyday folk, 
plant Your holiness in this place, in us now. 
Grow us this hour, 
that we might flower, right where we are, 
with the beauty of Your holiness. 
 
Call to confession 
Jesus invites us to be honest with ourselves and with each 
other. Let us pause now to examine our hearts and confess 
our sins to God. 
 
Prayer of confession 
God of mercy, our need is great. The pandemic has left us 
tired, anxious and uncertain. We have stretched beyond our 
limits and numbed ourselves to our pain. We have accepted 
getting by as good enough. We have rejected your offers of 
spiritual food as unrealistic and impractical. Help us, Holy 
God, to acknowledge and confess our need. Help us embrace 
your command for Sabbath rest. Help us care for ourselves so 
we can continue to care for others. 
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Assurance of pardon 
Jesus invites the thirsty to drink from his well. Jesus invites the 
hungry to dine at his table. In Christ, we are forgiven, we are 
filled, we are made whole. Let us hear, accept and embody this 
Good News. 
 
Amen. 
  
Song of praise: Way Maker 
https://youtu.be/2-duG0KuYU4 
 

You are here, moving in our midst 

 I worship You 

 I worship You 

 You are here, working in this place 

 I worship You 

 I worship You 

 You are here, moving in our midst 

 I worship You 

 I worship You 

 You are here, working in this place 

 I worship You 

 I worship You 

You are 

 Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 

 Light in the darkness 

 My God, that is who You are 

 You are 

 Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 

 Light in the darkness 

 My God, that is who You are 

https://youtu.be/2-duG0KuYU4
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You are here, touching every heart 
 I worship You 

 I worship You 
 You are here, mending every heart 
I worship You 

I worship You 
  

 
Even when I don't see it, You're working 

 Even when I don't feel it, You're working 

 You never stop, You never stop working 

 You never stop, You never stop working 

Even when I don't see it, You're working 

 Even when I don't feel it, You're working 

 You never stop, You never stop working 

 You never stop, You never stop working 

Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 

 Light in the darkness 

 My God, that is who You are 

 
 
Scripture Readings:  
Psalm 13 & Luke 2 vs 41-52 
Psalm 13 

Prayer for Deliverance from Enemies 
To the leader. A Psalm of David. 
1 How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? 

     How long will you hide your face from me? 
 2 How long must I bear pain[a] in my soul, 
     and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 

 How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14077a
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3 Consider and answer me, O LORD my God! 
     Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 
 4 and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”; 
     my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 
5 But I trusted in your steadfast love; 
     my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
 6 I will sing to the LORD, 
     because he has dealt bountifully with me. 
 
Luke 2 vs 41-52 
New Revised Standard Version 
The Boy Jesus in the Temple 
41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 
Passover. 42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up as 
usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was ended and they started 
to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents 
did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, 
they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among 
their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they 
returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them 
and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents[a] saw him 
they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have 
you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching 
for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you 
searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?”[b] 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 51 

Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years,[c] and in divine and 
human favour. 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A41-52&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25014a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A41-52&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25015b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A41-52&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25018c
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Meditation:  
 
Eighteen months down the line and no one could have ever imagined 
that we would still be living this half-life, of social distancing, 
sheltering and not being able to worship like we used to. On the 
Church of Scotland’s Facebook page, they were outlining the new 
level of restrictions and of course they are easing and opening up the 
United Kingdom, as many of their people have had the vaccine. 
People were commenting on this post, excited about the prospect of 
going back to church, singing, and worshipping together. My heart 
ached to think that we are still some time away from that…this time 
has not only been disruptive but it has felt lonely.  
 
Each of us would have experienced this time differently, but not being 
able to participate in the usual rhythms of worship and community for 
some has been detrimental not only to our health, wealth, emotional 
stability but our spiritual wellbeing.  
So, I ask you to spend a minute thinking about your relationship with 
the Lord, prayer time and general spiritual position right now in this 
moment… 
 
For some it will signal a time of deepening spiritual practise, as 
perhaps you have had more time to spend in the word of God or in 
prayer, or perhaps learned to worship meaningfully at home; but for 
many I imagine this is not the case. 
 
For many, God feels far away, distant, and out of reach. Listen to 
these words of Job: 
 

“But if I go to the east, he is not there; 
    if I go to the west, I do not find him. 

9 When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; 
    when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him.” 

 Job 23:8-9 
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Job is in a really tough spot: He not only feels that God is distant but 
perhaps even that God has turned his back on him. Job has also 
experienced loss like no other…his children were all killed, along with 
their servants and all his livestock; Job also gets sores all over his 
body. The Book of Job always felt exaggerated and over the top, I 
mean who could really experience so much loss? But in our current 
circumstances that experience feels more real and possible than ever 
before. 
 
The psalmist shares a similar sentiment to Job in Psalm 13: 
 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 
     How long will you hide your face from me? 

 2 How long must I bear pain in my soul, 
     and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 

 
Perhaps these words resonate deep within us and bring comfort that 
we are not alone in our distance and perceived separation from God. 
 
St John of the Cross describes his distance from God as: “A dark 
night of the soul.”  
Martin Luther said it was: “The scandal of God’s hiddenness.” 
And Barbara Brown Taylor, in her book Learning to walk in the dark 
says this: “No one chooses the dark night, the dark night just 
descends.”  
For generations faithful believers have experienced the long dark 
night, where the presence of God seems to be gone and the only 
thing left is an emptiness, a void of what used to be. 
 
Often when we have an awareness of this distance or dark night, we 
have all sorts of reactions…some panic and begin a frantic search in 
all kinds of places desperately looking for God, we go into overdrive 
and are willing to try all sorts of things or we force meaning into 
places or people.  
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Some will immediately feel shame and look for the sin in their lives 
that must have brought on this darkness, like Job’s friends suggest. 
Such shame perhaps will keep us from reaching out to others, so we 
go it alone or worse still we abandon our faith altogether.  
Others will just freeze up and become incapacitated, with no 
resources or ideas of what could be done or the next step, and 
eventually in the frustration of it all, quit the whole thing. 
 
AJ Swoboda wrote a book called The Dusty Ones, where he shares 
a similar situation involving a good friend of his from high school. AJ 
had a friend called Stu, and Stu came to faith in Jesus through AJ 
and their shared friendship. They were zealous and excited about 
their faith, they read their bibles together and prayed in front of their 
lockers. The friends lost touch after they graduated but about 10 
years later, they reconnected, and AJ discovered that Stu no longer 
called himself a Christian. Stu said that when he went off to collage 
he stopped feeling the presence of God. 
 
AJ Swoboda, in his book points his readers to the time when Jesus’ 
parents, Mary and Joseph lost Jesus as a young boy. Although this 
scripture isn’t exactly about people losing the felt presence of God, 
AJ makes some beautiful suggests for those of us who are in a dark 
night and feel distant from God.  
Mary, Joseph, Jesus and the extended family and friends and 
possibly their community are all traveling back from Jerusalem after 
attending the festival of the Passover. Mary and Joseph travel a 
whole day before they discover that Jesus isn’t with them. They have 
lost Jesus.  
 
The first thing Jesus’ parents do, is look for him among those who 
know him and know what he looked like, those who could recognise 
him. Community becomes so important during these times because 
we can be encouraged and reminded by those who know Him too. 
Who can we find, that knows what Jesus looks like that can point us 
in the right direction? Can we position ourselves in a place where we 
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can see others who know Jesus? Perhaps being present with them, 
will help us hear a song, or find our rhythm again. During this time of 
the pandemic and churches being closed this is more difficult, try 
reaching out to friends or family or me, on the phone, WhatsApp or 
email. You are not alone. 
 
The second thing they did, is Mary and Joseph went back to where 
they saw Him last, they went back to Jerusalem to search for him 
there. It could be helpful to retrace our steps and go back to where 
we last saw him or felt his presence. Was there a particular rhythm or 
practise or community/friend where you last experienced him? 
Perhaps returning there could help you find God’s presence again.  
This is not always possible, sometimes moving away or the person 
that helped us feel God’s presence is no longer with us, I want to 
encourage you not to give up, and to keep your eyes peeled for 
perhaps the new thing God is introducing you to.  
 
Lastly Mary and Joseph don’t loose hope. They lose Jesus for 3 
whole days… A day, a sunset, a long night, a sunrise, a day, a 
sunset, a long night, another sunrise, another day, another sunset, 
another long night and finally a sunrise. Now three days doesn’t 
sound like a long time for the dark night of the soul, but it is an 
eternity for parents who have a lost child. Mary and Joseph do not 
give up, they keep looking until they found him. 
 
A dark night of the soul can mean a time of growth for us, and while 
we feel trapped in the darkness, and it may seem to take forever for 
us to see new life, to see the new sprouting green leaf; but God is 
faithful to us. 
     
If you find yourself in a dark night, know this…even though you feel 
that God is not near to us, He has promised us time and again in His 
word, that he would never leave or forsake us. We are loved, held 
and never out of God’s sight. 
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And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 
Matthew 28: 20 

 
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I 

am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.  

Isaiah 41: 10 
 

It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he 
will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed. 

Deuteronomy 31: 8 
 
Solo Deo Gloria 
Amen. 
         
Song of Praise: O God our help in ages past 
https://youtu.be/yKP_XxCBDZY 
 

O God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come,  
our shelter from the stormy blast,     
and our eternal home. 
  

Under the shadow of Thy throne, 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
and our defence is sure. 
  

Before the hills in order stood,  
or earth received her frame,  
from everlasting Thou art God,  
to endless years the same. 
  

A thousand ages in Thy sight  
are like an evening gone;  

https://youtu.be/yKP_XxCBDZY
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short as the watch that ends the night  
before the rising sun. 
  

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,  
bears all its sons away 
they fly, forgotten, as a dream  
dies at the opening day. 
  

O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come,  
be Thou our guard while life shall last,  
and our eternal home. 
 
 
Call for the offering: 
“You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing.” 
God, open our hands and our hearts as we return our tithes and 
offerings to you. 
 
Prayer of dedication:  
God of Provision, gather these offerings and bless them, so that 
all may be satisfied, all the hungry may be fed, nothing is lost 
and no one left behind. 
Amen. 
  
 
Prayers for the people:   
Holy God, how can suffering come to an end? How can pain 
ease? Grief ebb? Hunger be satiated? Weapons laid down? 
Anxiety calmed? Corruption fought? Division overcome? Your 
promises to provide and the path of hope you lay out, Holy 
God, seem impossible under the weight of our woes. 
Yet still we pause to pray. We turn to you, speak to you, 
shorten the distance between us and you, in the hope and 
the faith that you listen when your people pray.  
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You love. You weep. You act.  
Grateful for your ear, Holy God, we lift our 
prayers to you… 
May those in need of healing, experience the balm of your 
nurturing care … 
May those in need of courage find inspiration in the heroes 
and heroines of your written Word … 
May those in need of reconciliation find empowerment in your 
path of peace … 
May those in need of guidance be blessed with your insight 
and wisdom … 
Eternal One, who blesses all of life, bless and renew us all. 
Time moves so fast, life always ahead of us, urging us faster 
and faster. May this moment of prayer and pause help us 
hear the wind paging through the trees, feel the warm hug 
of the sun, see the stars flaring, smell the lilacs across the 
street. May this moment of shared community help us remember 
the support and sustenance we have here with each other and 
with you. 
United as a family of faith and as the Body of Christ, we lift 
these prayers up to you, God our Creator, Redeemer and 
Sustainer. Finally, hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, 
 
Finally, 
hear us pray the prayer Christ taught us, saying, Our Father … 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy name;   
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;   
on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,   
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation;   
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but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,   
the power and the glory,   
for ever and ever.   
Amen.   
 

 

Blessing and Benediction:   
May the steadfast love of God, the abundant grace of Jesus 
Christ and the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit be with you 
this day and always.  
 
Amen. 
 
Doxology:   
https://youtu.be/gLamGZjelSU  
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;   
Praise Him, all creatures here below;   
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;   
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost  
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

https://youtu.be/gLamGZjelSU

